Right Words

The indefinite article before acronyms
Tuesday, 13 October 2009

Hi: I always wonder which is correct:

| want to say: | have a RTCE customer.

Spoken, this is a "vowel" sound: arr...

But it is a consonant: which is correct: A or AN?

Established practice is to go by how you would pronounce the acronym if you were reading it aloud; in this case, you
would spell it out, so you would use 'an'. Of course, some acronyms can be pronounced as words, so you would write 'a
Nato (or NATO, depending on the style you adopt) exercise' but 'an NGO'.
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